
7th February 2021 second Sunday before Lent WORSHIP AT HOME:  Mark 1.29-39  
Welcome to our act of Worship  

 
A Gathering Prayer 
O God, we come to you out of the week just gone,  
with its successes and disappointments, 
its joys and its struggles. 
By your Holy Spirit, 
help us to focus on you now, 
to listen as you speak to our hearts, 
so that we may be better prepared 
to serve you in the week to come. 
Amen. 
 
Call to worship Psalm 147v1-6a 
‘1 Praise the Lord! 
How good it is to sing praises to our God; 
   for he is gracious, and a song of praise is fitting. 
2 The Lord builds up Jerusalem; 
   he gathers the outcasts of Israel. 
3 He heals the broken-hearted, 
   and binds up their wounds. 
4 He determines the number of the stars; 
   he gives to all of them their names. 
5 Great is our Lord, and abundant in power; 
   his understanding is beyond measure. 
6 The Lord lifts up the downtrodden…’ 
 
HYMN 
Praise, my soul, the King of Heaven; 
To His feet thy tribute bring. 
Ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven, 
Evermore His praises sing: 
Praise Him, praise Him! 
Praise the everlasting King. 
 
Praise Him for His grace and favour 
To our fathers in distress; 
Praise Him still the same as ever, 
Slow to chide, and swift to bless. 
Praise Him, praise Him! 
Glorious in His faithfulness. 
 
Fatherlike He tends and spares us, 
Well our feeble frame He knows; 
In His hands He gently bears us, 
Rescues us from all our foes. 
Praise Him, praise Him! 
Widely yet His mercy flows. 
 
Angels, help us to adore Him, 
Ye behold Him face to face; 
Sun and moon, bow down before Him; 
Dwellers all in time and space, 
Praise Him, praise Him! 
Praise with us the God of grace. 

HP13, MP560, RS104, STF83 
(Some of the hymn books widely used in the 
Wiltshire United Area) 
 
Prayers of Praise – based on Psalm 147 
God of love and compassion, we come from 
different places to worship you. 
Praise the Lord. 
God of love and compassion, we come to hear 
your word. 
Praise the Lord. 
God of love and compassion, we come to make 
melody to you. 
Praise the Lord. 
God of love and compassion, 
turn our thoughts to you in the knowledge of your 
steadfast love towards us. 
Great is our Lord, and abundant in power; 
our Lord's understanding is beyond measure. 
Amen. 
 
Prayer of Confession – based on Psalm 147 
The Lord takes pleasure in those who fear him, 
in those who hope in his steadfast love. 
Let us bring to God those things that distance us 
from the Father’s love, 
asking for forgiveness and mercy. 
 
How good it is to sing praises to our God, for he is 
gracious; 
he gathers the outcasts. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
The Lord lifts up the downtrodden; 
he casts the wicked to the ground. 
Christ, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 
 
He heals the broken-hearted, and binds up their 
wounds. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Amen. 
 
HYMN 
Lord Jesus Christ  
You have come to us  
You are one with us,  
Mary's Son.  
Cleansing our souls from all their sin.  
Pouring Your love and goodness in.  
Jesus our love for you we sing,  



Living Lord.  
 
Lord Jesus Christ  
Now and every day  
Teach us how to pray,  
Son of God.  
You have commanded us to do  
This in remembrance Lord of you  
Into our lives your power breaks through,  
Living Lord.  
  
Lord Jesus Christ  
You have come to us  
Born as one with us,  
Mary's Son.  
Led out to die on Calvary,  
Risen from death to set us free,  
Living Lord Jesus help us see  
You are Lord.  
  
Lord Jesus Christ  
I would come to you  
Live my life for you,  
Son of God.  
All your commands I know are true,  
Your many gifts will make me new,  
Into my life your power breaks through,  
Living Lord.  

HP617, MP435, RS373, STF594 
 

Ministry of the Word of God 
Lectionary Bible readings for RCL Epiphany 5 Yr B 
Isaiah 40.21-31; Psalm 147.1-11,20c; 1 Corinthians 
9.16-23; Mark 1.29-39 
 
29 As soon as they left the synagogue, they 
entered the house of Simon and Andrew, with 
James and John. 30Now Simon’s mother-in-law 
was in bed with a fever, and they told him about 
her at once. 31He came and took her by the hand 
and lifted her up. Then the fever left her, and she 
began to serve them. 
32 That evening, at sunset, they brought to him 
all who were sick or possessed with 
demons. 33And the whole city was gathered 
around the door. 34And he cured many who were 
sick with various diseases, and cast out many 
demons; and he would not permit the demons to 
speak, because they knew him. 
35 In the morning, while it was still very dark, he 
got up and went out to a deserted place, and 
there he prayed. 36And Simon and his companions 
hunted for him. 37When they found him, they said 
to him, ‘Everyone is searching for you.’ 38He 
answered, ‘Let us go on to the neighbouring 
towns, so that I may proclaim the message there 
also; for that is what I came out to do.’ 39And he 

went throughout Galilee, proclaiming the 
message in their synagogues and casting out 
demons. 
 
This is the Gospel of Christ.  
Praise to Christ our Lord.  
 
Reflection 
Aged 21 I had ME – months of debilitating physical 
exhaustion. Some weeks it took absolute stubborn 
determination just to get from the bed to the 
bathroom. My parents had special friends coming 
to stay and I was desperate to be up and dressed. 
That did not happen … what I vividly remember 
was Peter, who was 25 stone if he was an ounce 
huffing and puffing up the stairs to sit by my bed 
and quietly talk about steam trains and other such 
important things. Peter had come to visit my 
parents but made time for me … something I have 
never forgotten. 
 
Today’s Gospel records Jesus going to the house of 
Simon and Andrew and finding Simon’s 
mother-in-law ill. A fever was of no small matter in 
the ancient world. It was not only debilitating, but 
often a symptom of a condition that would lead to 
death. Jesus who was experiencing escalating 
“fame” (Mark 1:28) not only had time for her but 
heals her. Today there are people who have the 
gift of divine healing, I should know, when my late 
parents reached state retirement age, they both 
received the gift. 
 
Today’s Gospel sees the first healing that Mark 
records, what is hugely significant, but often 
overlooked, is that the first healing is of a woman. 
In the society of his day when women were 
considered the least and low it shows from the 
very beginning Jesus sided with the least of 
society. Reflect on the passage about the woman 
caught in the act of adultery, ever asked yourself 
where the man was? (John8v1-11). The positive 
message of this healing, and the other healings in 
Mark 1, is that they represent Jesus’ ideology of 
inclusion.  
 
What can we learn about that for our Churches 
today? Who do we want to be part of our church 
but more importantly who do we not! If you 
believe all churches are inclusive, think again!! Ask 
me what happened on the two occasions that I 
took a friend to a Church Coffee Morning in 2019! 
Today’s Gospel challenges us to ask yourself 
‘WWJD’ What would Jesus do? Recall his cutting 
words to the so-called religious great and good 
‘Prostitutes and sinners are entering the Kingdom 



of God before the self-righteous”. (Matthew 
21v31). Now ask yourself again ‘WWJD’? 
 
Jesus’ healing of Andrew’s mother-in-law is 
instantaneous, and it appears that she shows her 
gratitude by serving him. I like to think that the 
energy Jesus received from her hospitality enabled 
him to continue in his healing ministry, for what do 
we find in the following: 32 That evening, at 
sunset, they brought to him all who were sick or 
possessed with demons. 33And the whole city 
was gathered around the door. 34And he cured 
many who were sick with various diseases … 
Christ of compassion goes hand in hand with the 
Christ of inclusion who heals Andrews 
mother-in-law.  
 
But that was then, and this is now, we live with 
many who are suffering the fever of Covid, with 
many who are fever of Lockdown. What is our 
response to those who need the ministry of 
Christ? Will we show similar compassion and 
inclusion both in our churches and in our lives as 
Christ demonstrates? Will we bear true testimony 
to the one whose name we assert to belong? 
 
Prayer of Response:  
God of love and compassion, 
you meet us in the messiness of our lives: 
stay with us now. 
God of love and compassion, 
you share our pain and heal our weaknesses: 
stay with us now. 
God our love and compassion, 
you meet us where we least expect to find you: 
stay with us now. 
Stay with us in our frailty and in our difficulties. 
Stay with us on our journey. 
Take our hand and walk beside us, 
live within us, 
lead us home to you. Amen. 
 
HYMN John Bell T Ye banks and braes  

We cannot measure how you heal  

or answer every sufferer’s prayer,  
yet we believe your grace responds  

where faith and doubt unite to care.  
Your hands, though bloodied on the cross,  

survive to hold and heal and warn,  
to carry all through death to life  

and cradle children yet unborn.  

  
The pain that will not go away,  

the guilt that clings from things long past,  
the fear of what the future holds,  

are present as if meant to last.  

But present too is love which tends  
the hurt we never hoped to find,  

the private agonies inside,  
the memories that haunt the mind.  

  
So some have come who need your help  

and some have come to make amends,  

as hands which shaped and saved the world  
are present in the touch of friends.  

Lord, let your Spirit meet us here  
to mend the body, mind and soul,  

to disentangle peace from pain,  
and make your broken people whole.  

HP, MP, RS, STF655 
Our Prayers 

God of love, 
you give power to the faint and strength to the 
powerless. 
Many of us are exhausted, dealing with isolation, 
joblessness and fear. 
We pray for your church…give us all fresh vision 
for the future and renew our Imagination, 
creativity and wisdom as we address financial and 
ministerial challenges. Turn us towards each other 
in acts of loving service. Then turn us outwards to 
carry your gospel of healing into the world. 
 
Renew our strength and bind up our wounds 
Help us to hope in you. 
 
God of love, 
you restore what is broken and you bring together 
what has been split apart. Today we pray for 
Myanmar in the aftermath of a military coup. 
We ask for peace in a dangerous and fragile 
situation, where streets are once again full of fear. 
Although the past is marred by compromised 
leadership, we pray for a negotiated political 
settlement for the country and for the free and fair 
votes of the people to be recognised. 
Although our leaders may often fail us, 
may we trust again that there is a world of 
possibility where the mistakes of the past can 
shape a better future. 
 
Renew our strength and bind up our wounds 
Help us to hope in you. 
 
God of love, 
you defend the voiceless. 
We pray for the UK where society is marred by 
vast inequalities of life chances, opportunities and 
money, and where Covid has revealed the vast 
wealth owned by some and the struggles of others 
just to make ends meet. 



Today we pray for people living in flats covered in 
unsafe cladding who are afraid to sleep at night. 
We ask for a just settlement of this crisis 
and commitment from government to ensure this 
is never repeated. 
Help us to be alert to the pain of others. 
May we hear the cries of the powerless 
and by our words, choices and actions 
may we be agents of healing in the world. 
 
Renew our strength and bind up our wounds 
Help us to hope in you. 
 
God of love, 
you heal the broken hearted and you gather in all 
who are lost. We give thanks today for the life of 
Captain Sir Tom Moore; and we pray for his family 
and for all who are mourning the loss of family 
members or friends.  
We offer to you all who are suffering in mind or 
body… asking for peace, and for your healing 
presence in their need. 
Send your blessing on all who are afraid or alone 
or hungry, on those whose lives are being 
destroyed by abuse or violence, 
and on all for whom home is not a safe place. 
 
Renew our strength and bind up our wounds 
Help us to hope in you. 
 
God of love, 
your kindness is everlasting. 
Surround us with your arms of love; 
keep our eyes fixed on you 
and make us ready to follow where you lead, 
trusting that you will provide for us – today and 
always. Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 
HYMN T Saffron Walden 

Just as I am, without one plea, 
but that thy blood was shed for me, 
and that thou bidd'st me come to thee, 
O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 
 
Just as I am, though tossed about 
with many a conflict, many a doubt; 
fightings and fears within, without, 
O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 
 
Just as I am, poor, wretched, blind; 
sight, riches, healing of the mind, 
yea, all I need, in thee to find, 
O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 
 
Just as I am, thou wilt receive; 
wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve, 
because thy promise I believe, 
O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 
 
Just as I am, thy love unknown 
has broken every barrier down; 
now to be thine, yea, thine alone, 
O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 
 
Just as I am, of that free love 
the breadth, length, depth, and height to prove, 
here for a season, then above: 
O Lamb of God, I come, I come  

HP, MP, RS, STF 
Blessing  
The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in 

believing, so that by the power of the Holy Spirit 

we may abound in hope. And the blessing of God, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit be with us, those we 
love and those we ought to love. Amen. 

Rev David Coppard Superintendent @ Wiltshire 
United Area 

Team Chaplain @ Musgrove Park Hospital, 

Taunton  
Our churches may not all be open, but the Church 

is active and alive.  
This is service is offered to any and all, with love  

 
CCL LICENCE 

Steeple Ashton Methodist CCL 291605 

Warminster United CCL 1221052 
Westbury Methodist CCL 781988 

Westbury URC CCL 293641 
 


