
Sunday 31st January 2021 WORSHIP AT HOME:  Mark 1.21-28 
Welcome to our act of Worship  

 
A Prayer of Approach 
Almighty God, 
we recognise that all authority 
in heaven and on earth belongs to you. 
We pray that you draw near to us today, 
to impart your truth and show us your way. 
Amen. 
 
Call to worship Ps111 v1-3, 9-10 
1 Praise the Lord! 
I will give thanks to the Lord with my whole heart, 
   in the company of the upright, in the 
congregation. 
2 Great are the works of the Lord, 
   studied by all who delight in them. 
3 Full of honour and majesty is his work, 
   and his righteousness endures for ever. 
9 He sent redemption to his people; 
   he has commanded his covenant for ever. 
   Holy and awesome is his name. 
10 The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom; 
   all those who practise it have a good 
understanding. 
   His praise endures for ever. 
 
SONG 
Make way, make way 
For Christ the King 
In splendour arrives 
Fling wide the gates and welcome Him 
Into your lives 
 
Make way! (Make way!) 
Make way! (Make way!) 
For the King of kings 
(For the King of kings) 
Make way! (Make way!) 
Make way! (Make way!) 
And let His kingdom in 
 
He comes the broken hearts to heal 
The prisoners to free 
The deaf shall hear, the lame shall dance 
The blind shall see 
 
And those who mourn with heavy hearts 
Who weep and sigh 
With laughter, joy and royal crown 
He'll beautify 
 
We call you now to worship Him 
As Lord of all 

To have no gods before Him 
Their thrones must fall! 
 

HP, MP457, RS141, STF264 
(Some of the hymn books widely used in the 
Wiltshire United Area) 
 
Prayers of Praise  
God of majesty and splendour, 
holy and awesome, righteous for ever, 
your covenant with us offers the hope of justice in 
a broken world. 
We give praise to you, for we delight to know you 
as our Lord and our God – creator, redeemer, 
sustainer.  Amen.  
 
Prayer of Confession 
When doors shut on those who need a 
welcome, forgive. 
When food is taken from those who are 
hungry, forgive. 
When backs are turned away from those who do 
not fit, forgive. 
May we open the door to the stranger, 
set free the table for the hungry, 
turn towards those who are out of place, 
and create your realm among us, O God. 
(pause) 
When religion excludes those whom we 
fear, forgive. 
When church becomes an inner circle, forgive. 
When doctrine gets in the way of loving, forgive. 
May we have a faith that places us in another’s 
shoes, 
a church without the barriers that turn people 
away, 
a Church that is founded on diversity and grace, 
and create your realm among us, O God. Amen. 
 
HYMN T Moscow 
Thou whose almighty word 
chaos and darkness heard 
and took their flight, 
hear us, we humbly pray, 
and where the gospel day 
sheds not its glorious ray 
Let There Be Light! 
 
Saviour who came to bring 
on thy redeeming wing 
healing and sight, 
health to the sick in mind, 
sight to the inly blind, 



now to all humankind 
Let There Be Light! 
 
Spirit of truth and love, 
lifegiving, holy Dove, 
speed forth thy flight; 
move o'er the waters' face, 
bearing the lamp of grace, 
and in earth's darkest place 
Let There Be Light! 
 
Blessed and holy Three, 
glorious Trinity, 
Wisdom, Love, Might, 
boundless as ocean's tide 
rolling in fullest pride, 
through the world, far and wide, 
Let There Be Light! 

HP29, MP699, RS38, STF106 
 
Reflection before the Gospel reading 
This brief story might help as we consider the 
word ‘authority’ that we find in the Gospel 
reading. When the ferry, The Herald of Free 
Enterprise, started to sink in 1987, one passenger, 
Andrew Parker, helped organise a human chain to 
enable other passengers to escape. He was 
awarded the George Medal for heroism. Andrew 
had no power to issue orders, he was not a 
member of the crew, but his authority was 
recognised by his actions and behaviour in the 
crisis and lives were saved. Jesus’ authority shone 
out from his actions although, in the eyes of the 
Pharisees, he had no credentials. 
 
Ministry of the Word of God 
Lectionary Bible readings for RCL Epiphany 4 Year 
B 
Deuteronomy 18.15-20; Psalm 111; 1 Corinthians 
8.1-13; Mark 1.21-28 
The Man with an Unclean Spirit 
21 They went to Capernaum; and when the 
sabbath came, he entered the synagogue and 
taught. 22They were astounded at his teaching, for 
he taught them as one having authority, and not 
as the scribes. 23Just then there was in their 
synagogue a man with an unclean spirit, 24and he 
cried out, ‘What have you to do with us, Jesus of 
Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know 
who you are, the Holy One of God.’ 25But Jesus 
rebuked him, saying, ‘Be silent, and come out of 
him!’ 26And the unclean spirit, throwing him into 
convulsions and crying with a loud voice, came 
out of him. 27They were all amazed, and they kept 
on asking one another, ‘What is this? A new 
teaching—with authority! He commands even the 
unclean spirits, and they obey him.’ 28At once his 

fame began to spread throughout the 
surrounding region of Galilee. 
 
This is the Gospel of Christ.  
Praise to Christ our Lord.  
 
Reflection 
“Fake news!” a catchphrase of a certain former US 
President.  We live in an age of “conspiracy 
theories” – and the pandemic has given those 
pedalling such deceptions a field day.  There 
remain deniers, you may have seen Thursday’s 
news article about a man making false and 
misleading statements about Covid-19 who tried 
to remove a sick coronavirus patient from East 
Surrey Hospital.  He is now rightly wanted by 
police.  
 
Then there are those who create fear about having 
the inoculation asserting amongst other rubbish 
that it means being ‘injected’ with “The Beast” 
mentioned in Revelation (for the record I had my 
first jab some weeks ago!).  It is not just the 
extreme far-fetched, a couple of weeks ago an 
email from someone advised not shopping at a 
certain local supermarket because they had 
information it was a Covid hotspot!  
 
Today’s Gospel recites how a person who in 
response to Jesus’ teaching creates a conspiracy 
theory: Jesus had come to destroy people!   Such 
actions sound eerily familiar! ‘What have you to 
do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to 
destroy us?...’  
 
Have you come to destroy us?  Today’s reading is 
not unique, sometimes people for whom life had 
become a total nightmare, whose personalities 
seemed taken over by alien powers confronted 
Jesus with an incredible ability to discern who he 
was and what he could do.  Truth be told he had 
come to destroy - the nightmare of suffering, 
whether that nightmare was in body, mind or 
spirit.  
 
Have you come to destroy us? That utter 
falsehood tragically holds credence with many, 
especially concerning illness.  My late mother 
would recite how as a child in the 1940’s she had a 
headache and was told by my grandmother it was 
God’s judgement.  How often do I hear parallel 
statements in my hospital ministry, “I must have 
done something awful to be suffering like this.” 
This hellish imagine of the divine doling out mental 
illness, Covid, cancer, AIDS or any other form of 
suffering has absolutely NO place within the 



Christian faith!!!  Reality in the Gospels, is not of 
Christ the destroyer but Christ the healer!  
 
Have you come to destroy us?   Jesus came to 
destroy the “conspiracy theories” that separated 
people from God.  The proud, the arrogant, those 
who thought they had special favour with God are 
put down whilst those like the unnamed voice are 
restored to the wholeness of life. Today’s Gospel 
reminds there is no aspect of either our 
psychology or our life which God is not concerned 
about and no-one is too low for God’s love to 
reach.  
 
Today’s Gospel shows how Christ calls us into our 
true self, the one made in the image and likeness 
of God. He calls us back into the beauty and 
wholeness of our original creation. Today’s Gospel 
is as much about calling forth as it is about casting 
out. They are two sides of the same coin. 
 
Have you come to destroy us?   For every thought 
we have that downplays our true self and leaves us 
crying, “What have you do to with us?” Jesus 
responds, “Be quiet. That is not who you are. You 
are mine and I have everything to do with you.”  
 
Listen not to fake news, nor the conspiracists, but 
instead listen to the voice of Christ and you too 
will be astounded at what can become of your true 
life.  Amen 
 
 
Prayer of Response:  

Almighty God, be with us this week. 
Meet with us each morning, 

and in every situation throughout the day, 
whoever we are with, 

help us to draw on your strength and wisdom, 
that we may be faithful and true 

in following the example and pattern 
given to us by Jesus.  Amen. 

 
SONG verses 1-2 
Father, I place into Your hands, 
The things I cannot do. 
Father, I place into Your hands 
The things that I've been through. 
Father, I place into Your hands 
The way that I should go, 
For I know I always can trust You. 
 
Father, I place into Your hands 
My friends and family. 
Father, I place into Your hands 
The things that trouble me. 

Father, I place into Your hands 
The person I would be, 
For I know I always can trust You. 
 

HP, MP133, RS518, STF519 
 

Our Prayers 
God of our impressionable world, 

we pray for the leaders of the nations, 
that they would be wise, just, compassionate and 

honest as they exercise their authority. 
We remember especially those in power in Russia 

– and those protesting at the imprisonment of 
Alexei Navalny. 

We remember the governments in the 

Netherlands, in the United States, and here in the 
UK, praying for all leaders as they discern the way 

forward amid the difficult social and economic 
challenges of the pandemic. 

 
May your truth be known, 

and your love be shared in Jesus' name. 

 
We pray for a smooth and just rolling out of 

vaccine programmes, 
for those who are vulnerable, 

for those who mistrust the vaccine, 
for those for whom it has come too late. 

We pray for the families, and friends of – 
and all ministering to – the dying and the 

bereaved. 

May your truth be known, 
and your love be shared in Jesus' name.  
 
We pray for those who feel overwhelmed 

by the additional pressures of home schooling, for 
those whose relationships are at breaking point. 

We pray for those who have lost their lives to 

depression, and for their families and friends. 
We pray too for those whose lives are blighted by 

anxiety and stress. 
We pray for the health services and charities trying 

to support them. 
 

May your truth be known, 

and your love be shared in Jesus' name. 
 

We pray for your church – around the world and in 
our own community, we pray for creative ways to 

serve and to share, 
for courage and integrity as we listen and pray, for 

urgency and daring as we respond to the needs 
around us. 



 
May your truth be known, 

and your love be shared in Jesus' name. 
 

We pray, in a moment of silence, 
for all those on our hearts 

and for all those who have no one to name them 

in prayer. 
 

May your truth be known, 
and your love be shared in Jesus' name. 

Amen 

 
The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 
SONG v3-4 
Father, we love to see Your face, 
We love to hear Your voice. 
Father, we love to sing Your praise 
And in Your name rejoice. 
Father, we love to walk with You 
And in Your presence rest, 
For we know we always can trust You. 
 
Father, I want to be with You 
And do the things You do. 
Father, I want to speak the words 
That You are speaking too. 
Father, I want to love the ones 
That You will draw to You, 
For I know that I am one with You. 
 

HP, MP133, RS518, STF519 
Blessing  

Be bold as you follow Christ. 
Be generous to all those you are responsible for. 

And be kind to all those who feel left out. 
For Christ’s sake. Amen. 

 

May grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless and preserve 

you this day and always.  Amen 
 

Rev David Coppard MTh (Wales) Superintendent 

@ Wiltshire United Area 

Team Chaplain @ Musgrove Park Hospital, 
Taunton  

 
Our churches may not all be open, but the Church 

is active and alive.  
This is service is offered to any and all, with love 

and prayers. 

 
Song for Little People 

J-E-S-U-S is here (Sing to the tune: Old MacDonald 
had a farm) 
J-E-S-U-S is here, healing all day long. 
If someone brings a poorly friend, Jesus Christ will 

help. 

With a broken leg or an achy tum, 
broken leg, achy tum, anyone in need can come. 

J-E-S-U-S is here, healing all day long.  
 

A prayer of praise and thanksgiving for children 
When Jesus spoke, people knew  

everything he said was true. 
They were amazed, and all said ‘Wow! 

This is different teaching now.’ 

So, thank you, God, for Jesus’ deeds 
that give us hope and meet our needs. 
Amen. 

CCL LICENCE 

Steeple Ashton Methodist CCL 291605 
Warminster United CCL 1221052 

Westbury Methodist CCL 781988 
Westbury URC CCL 293641 
 

FREE phone lines for prayers and news from the 
Methodist Church 

Listen to a prayer: 0808 281 2514  
Listen to the President and Vice-President: 0808 

281 2695 
Listen to news: 0808 281 2478 

Content is updated weekly 

 


